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Region One
490 North Meridian Rd.
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 752-5501
FAX: 406-257-0349
Ref :DV206-01
September 7, 2OO1
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TO: Environmental Ouality Council, Capitol Building, Helena, 59620-1704
Dept. of Environmental Ouality, Planning, Prevention & Assistance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901
Dept. of Environmental Ouality, Permitting Compliance, PO Box 200901, Helena, 59620-0901
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office - Chris Smith
Legal Unit

Parks Division - Jeff Erickson
Lands - Darlene Edge

Montana Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, 225 North Roberts, Veteran's
Memorial Building, Helena, 59620-1 201
Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena,59620-1800
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental lnformation Center, PO Box 1184, Helena, 59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena, 59624
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parks Foundation, PO Box728, Libby, 59923
N4ontana State Parks Association, PO Box 699, Billings, 59103
Joe Gutkoski, President, Montana River Action Network,3O4 N 18'h Ave., Bozeman,59715
Rep. Joey Jayne, 299 Lumpry Road, Arlee, 59821-9747
Rep John Brueggeman, 321 Lakeview Drive, Polson, 59860-9317
Sen. Mike Taylor, Box 152, Proctor, 59929-01 52
Bob Raney, 212 5.6'h, Livingston, 59047
Lake County Commissioners, 106 Fourth Avenue East, Polson, 59860
Polson City Library, PO Box 820, Polson, 59860

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed environmental assessment (EA) has been prepared for Big Arm State Park for the extension
of the water line to service an additional portion of the park.

Ouestions and comments will be accepted until September 27 , 2001 . Please direct your questions or
comments to Marty Watkins, Regional Parks Manager, FWP, 490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT 59901,
or e-mail to mawatkins@state.mt.us. Thank you.

DV/nli
Enclosure

Sincerely,

>;'\ PJ^*;t
Daniel p. Vincent ,4W . '
Regional Supervisor o Ual*N/

>oJ,w

OF



BIG ARM STATE PARK
WATER LINE EXTENTION DRAFT EA

A 
MEPA/NEPA/HB4os cHEcKLrsr

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

(a) Do,clopcrl:

rcsidcntial

industrial

1. Type of Proposed State Action: The proposed action is to
extend the water line at Big Arm State Park to service an
additional portion of the park.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action: Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks (Montana Annotated Code 23-1,-10L)

3. Name of Project: Water line extension at Big Arm State Park

4. Name, Address and Phone Nunber of Project Sponsor (if other
than the agency):

s. If Applicable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date: September 200L

Estimated Completion Date: November 2001

Current Status of Project Design(tconplete): LoO?

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range, and
township): T24N, R2l-W, Lake County

?. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be
directly affected that are currently:

Acrcs Acres

(b) Opcn spacc/WoodlandVRccreation <l a

(d) Floodplain

(c) Productivc:

irrigated cropland

dry cropland

forcstry

rangcland

othcr

u,ctlanrls/rip:r rian it rcas

8. Map/site plan: attach an original 8 't/z't x 11rr or larger
seltion of the most recent USGS 7.5' series topographic nap
showing the location and boundaries of the area that would
be affected by the proposed action. A different nap scale
may be substituted if more appropriate or if required by

Big Arm Water Line Extensj.on
public draft 9/'7 / O1



9.

agency rule. rf available, a site plan should also be
attached: See Attachment A

Narrative Sumrnary of the Proposed Action or Project
Including the Benefits and Purpose of the Proposed Action:

The purpose of the proposed action is to extend the water
line at Big Arrn State Park 5OO' to provide service to a
section of the park not currently serviced. This will
provide FWP with the ability to water a section of the park
Lnat cannot be reached with the current water system. This
action is not determined to be significant, in accordance
with L2.8.60L; therefore, H8495 does not apply.

10. Listing of Any Other Local, Stater or, Federal Agency that
Has overlapping or Additional Jurisdiction:

None

(a) Permits:

(b) Funding:

(c) other overlapping or Additional .furisdictional
Responsibilities:

Aoencv Name Tvpe of Responsibilitv

11. List of Agencies Consulted During Preparation of the EA:

Big Arm Water Line Extension
publlc draft 9/1/Ol
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PART II. E}WIRONMENTAL REVIEW

1. Evaluation of the imPacts
and cumulative imPacts on

of the Proposed Action
the Physical and Human

including secondary
Environment.

PHYSICAL ENVTRONMENT

llitigatedo

1. I.A}iID RESOIJRCES

t,,itt the proposed action resutt in: PotentialIy
Significant

' a. Soit instabitity or changes in geotogic
subs t ructure?

b. Disruption, disptacement, erosion,
compaction, moisture Ioss, or over-covering of
soiI which rould reduce productivity or
fertiti

' c. Destruction, covering or modification of
unique geotogic or physicat features?

d. Changes in sittation, deposition or erosion
patterns that may modify the channel of a river
or stream or the bed or shore of a take?

e. Exposure of people or property to
earthquakes, tandstides, ground faiture, or
other natural hazard?

f.other (tist)
Narrative Description
narrative if needed):

Eva tuat on of the Cunutative ard Secondary E fects on Resources (Attach additionaI pages o

2. AIR

Witt the proposed action resutt in: Can lmpact
Be

Mitigatedo
Potentiat ty
Significant

' a. Emission of air pottutants or
deterioration of ambient air quatity? (also see
13 (c))

b. Creation of objectionabte odors?

c. Alteration of air movement, moisture, or
temperature patterns or any change in ctimate,
either Iocalty or regionatl

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, inctuding
due to increased emissions of pottutants?

e. 0For P-R/D-J proiects, witt the project
result in any discharge thich witI conftict r{ith
federat or state air quatity regs? (Atso see

a

,

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the Curnu ve and Secondary E ects on Air Resources (Attach
narrative if needed):

Inctude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact.
why the unknoun impact has not or can not be evatuated.
Inctude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.601-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may resutt and respond on the checktist. Describe
significant impacts.
Inctude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and inctude documentation if it

3
Big Arm llater Line Extension
public drafl 9/1/OI
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lf the irpact is unknoln, exptain

any minor or potentiatty

witt be usefut.
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t"litl, the proposed action resutt in:
ttitisatedo

PotentiaIty
Significant

' a. Discharge into surface Hater or any atteration
of surface water quality inctuding but not timited
to temperature, dissotved oxygen or turbidi

b. Changes in drainage patterns or the rate and
amount of surface runoff?

c. Atteration of the course or magnitude of ftood
water or other flows?

d. Changes in the amount of surface Hater in any
water body or creation of a nell uater

e. Exposure of peopte or property to rater retated
hazards such as ftoodi

f. Changes in the quatity of groundlrater?

in the quantity of groundHater?

h. Increase in risk of contamination of surface or

I. Effects on any existing water right or
reservat i on?

j. Effects on other Hater users as a resutt of any

atteration in surface or groundwater quality?

k. Effects on other users as a resutt of any

atterat ion in sunlfgqs-eI

t. i0For P'R/D'J, witt the project affect a

designated fl,oodptain? (Atso see 3c)

m. 0For P-R/D-J, witt the project resutt in any

discharge that ui I' l, af f ect f ederat or state r'rater

ity regutations? (Atso see 3a

Conment
I ndex

Narrative Description and Evatuation of
narrative if needed):

the Cumutative an€l Secondary Effects on Llater Resources (Attach additionat pages of

a

Inctude a narrative exptanation under Part III describing the scope and levet of impact'

why the unknown impact has not or can not be evatuated'
Inctude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.504-1a (ARM)

Determine lrhether the described impact may resutt and respond on the checktist' Describe

issue in the EA narrative and inctude documentation if it
4

If the impact is unknoun, exPtain

any minor or potentiattY

uitI be usefut.significant imPacts.
Include a discussion about the

Big Arm Water Line Extension
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LlitL the proposed action resutt in: Potentiatty
Significant

a. Changes in the diversity, productivity or
abundance of ptant species (inctuding trees,

ic ptants)?

b. Alteration of a plant cormunity?

c. Adverse effects on any unique, rare,

d. Reduction in acreage or productivity of any
icutturaI tand?

e. Estabtishment or

f. 0lFor P-R,/D-J, ritt the project affect
wettands, or prime and unique farmtand?

Narrative Description and Evatuation of ttre Cumutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach add tional pagesnarrative if needed):
4e. Soi I disturbance
soi I and incorporate

witl provide a bed for the propagation of noxious ueeds. care witt be taken to reseed the disturbedthe area into the weed management program for this park.

' 5. FrSI{,/WILDLTFE

tlil.t the proposed action result in: Can Impact
Be
Mitigatedo

Potentiat Iy
Significant

a. Deterioration of criticaI fish or wiLdl.ife
habi tat?

b. Changes in the diversity or abundance of game
animats or bird species?

c. Changes in the diversity or abundance of nongame
spec i es?

d. Introduction of new ies into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to the migration or
movement of animats?

f. Adverse effects on any unique,
or endangered species?

rare, threatened,

9. lncrease in conditions that stress nitdtife
poputations or Iimit abundance (inctuding
harassment, tegal or ittegat harvest or Jther human
act ivi ty)?

h. 00For.P-R/Q-J, rritt the project be performed in
any area in which T&E species are present, and wiil.
the project affect any T&E species or their habitat?(Atso see 5f)

I. 0For P-R/D-J, ritt the project introduce or
export any species not presently or historicall.y
occurring in the receiving tocation? (Atso see 5d)

Narrative Description and EvaIuat on of the Cumutative Secondary E ects on Land Resoui@ges onarrative if needed):

" Lffi':i::"?:|ffi iffi#ti::':::"#::l t"""i'o:'Ui::::::"' the scope and rever or impact. rr the impact is unknown, exprain

,.\ ,J.-111"._. narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.504-1a (ARIi)Determlne L'hether the described impact may resutt and respond on the checktist. oescribe any minor or potential.tysignificant impacts.

" Inctude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include docunentation if it riu. be usefut.
5

Big Arm Water Line Extension
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HUI{AN ENI/IRON}IENT

Can Impact
Be

Mi t i gatedo

6. NOISE/EI,ECTRICAI Er!.ECTS

tJitt the proposed action resutt in: Potentiat Iy
Significant

a. Increases in existing noise tevels?

b. Exposure of peopl,e to serve or nuisance noise
levets?

c. Creation of electrostatic or etectromagnetic
effects that coutd be detrimentaI to hunan

d. tnterference t,tith nadio or tetevision
recept ion and ePeraligl

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the cr,mutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionaI pages of

narrative if needed):
6a. Increased noise witt be heard during the construction period from heavy equignent' Therefore, this uitI be done during the

off-season for Park visitation'

II,IPACTt
Can ImPact
Be

tlitigatedo
Conment
I ndex

?. I,A}ID USE

uitl, the proPosed action resutt in:

a. Atteration of or interference with the

p."ir"iiri,v or profitabitity of the existins

Unknonno llone M i nort
Potentiat tY
Signi ficant

x

land use ot an arear

b. Confticted uith a designated naturat area or

".""-"t'unusuaI 
scientif ic or educationaI

x

i mpor t ance?

c. Conftict with any existing tand use rhose

p."."""" Houtd constrain or potentiatl'y prohibit
x

the proposed acrlonr

d. Adverse effects on or retocation of

res i dences?

e. other:

x

(Attach additionat Pages of

a

Narrative Description and Evatuation of

narrative if needed):

the Cumutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources

lnctude a narrative exptanation under part.lll describing the scope and teveI of impact'

,tv it" unknown impact has not or can not be evatuated'

Inctude a narrative description arldressing the items identified in 12'8'604-1a (ARM)

Determ.ine whether the described impact ruy.".,rtt and respond on the checkl'ist' Describe

ii:ll::".":rl.l1X!1""; about the issue in the EA narrative and-incrude documentation if it
6

Big Arm Water Line Extension
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If the imPact is unknown, exPtain

any minor or PotentiattY

witl be usefut.
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8. RISK,/HEAITH I{AZARDS

Uitt the proposed action resutt in:

Ili,lPACTr

Can Irpact
Be

l,'titiqatedt
Coment
I ndexUnknorno None l,l i nort

Potentia[ [y
Significant

a. Risk of an exptosion or retease of hazardous
substances (inctuding, but not Iimited to oit,
pesticides, chemicats, or radiation) in the
event of an accident or other forms of
disruption?

x

b. Affect an existing emergency response or
emergency evacuation ptan or create a need for a
new ptan?

x

c. Creation of any hunan heatth hazard or
potentiaI hazard?

x

d. 0For P-R/D-J, witt any chemicaI toxicants be
used? (Also see 8a)

e. Other:

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the cumutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional, pages ofnarrative if needed):

9. CO}.O{I,'NITY IMPACE

Uitt the proposed action resutt in:

IlrlPACTo

Can lrpact
Be
tlitigatedo

Corment
Index

Unknowno None l,l i noro
Potentia[ [y
Significant

a. Alteration of the Iocation, distribution,
density, or grouth rate of the hr,rman poputaiion
of an area?

x

b. Atteration of the sociat structure of a
cormuni ty?

c. Atteration of the levet or distribution of
emptoyment or cgrmunity or personaI income?

x

d. Changes in industrial or cormercial activity? x

e. Increased traffic hazards or effects on
existing transportation faci l,ities or patterns
of movement of peopte and goods?

x

f. Other:

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the cumutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attachnarrative if needed):

o Inctude a narrative exptanation under Part III describing the scope and tevel of impact.
why the unknotn impact has not or can not be evatuated.

' Inctude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.g.604-1a (ARH)r Determine whether the described impact may resutt and respond on the checkIist. Describesignificant impacts.
r Inctude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and inctude documentation if it

7
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any minor or potentiatly

wi l. I be usefut.



l,litigatedo

10. PIrBr,rC SERVICES/rN<ES/UTIT,TTIES

Uitt the proposed action resutt in: Potentiatty
Significant

a. tJitt the proPosed action have an effect upon

or resutt in a need for new or attered
governmentat services in any of the fottowing
areas: fire or potice protection, schoots,
parks/recreationat faci Iities, roads or other
pubtic maintenance, r.,ater suppty, sewer or
septic systems, sotid Haste disposa[, heatth, or
otirer governmentat services? If any, specif

b. Uitt the proposed action have an effect upon

the tocat or statellx lelggl

c. Llitt the proPosed action resutt in a need for
new facitities br substantiat atterations of any

of the fol,tot.ling utitities: etectric power, 
-

naturat gas, other fuet suppty or distribution
tems, or conmunications?

d. Uitt the proposed action resutt in increased

used of any energy source?

' e. Define projected revenue sources

' f. Define Projected maintenance costs'

Coment
ndex

the Crinutative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionaI pages of
Narrative Description and Evatuation of
narrative if needed):

,a

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the cr.mutative and Secondary Effects on Land Reso

narrative if needed):

Inctude a narrative exptanation under part.ill describing the scope and levet of impact'

-f,v inl unknown impacr has not or can not be evaluated'

Inctude a narrative d";;.ipii;; addressing the items identified in 12'8'604'1a (ARM)

Determine uhether the described impact may resutt and respond on the checktist' Describe

issue in the EA narrative and incl'ude documentation if it
8

rces (Attach additionaI Pages of

tf the imPact is unknorn, exPtain

any minor or PotentiatlY

wi l, t be usefut.significant imPacts.
tnttude a discussion about the

Biq Arm Water Line Extension

public drafl 9/1/Ol

Can lmpact
Be
Mitigatedo

' 11.. AIlSTHETICS/RECREATION

tlitt the proposed action resutt in: PotentiattY
Significant

a. Atteration of any scenic vista or creation of

"^."tih"ti.al'ty 
ofiensive site or effect that

b. Atteration of the aesthetic character of a

cormuni tY o'l !9i9!!orhood?

'c. Atteration of the quatity or quantity of

.ei."ationatftourism opportunities and settings?
(Attach Tourism RePort)

d. lFor P-R/D-J, witt any designated.or proposed

r.rltO oi-scenic rivers, traits or ritderness
tso see 11a, 11c)

Land Resources (Attach

aa



Ndee

12. cul.TuRAr,,/grsrontcar, REsouRCEs ll,lPACTo

Can I[pact
Be

tlitigatedo
Coment
lndex

Uitt the proposed action resutt in:
Unknorno None il i nors

Potential Iy
Significant

'a. oestruction or atteration of any site,
structure or object of prehistoric historic, or
pateontoI ogi caI importance?

x

b. PhysicaI change that woutd affect unique
cutturat vatues?

x

c. Effects on existing retigious or sacred uses
of a site or area?

x

d. l0For P-R/D-J, niIt the pnoject affect
historic or cutturaI resources? Attach SHPO

letter of ctearance. (Atso see 12'a)

e. Other:

Narrative Description and Evatuation of
narrative if needed):

SIGNTFICANCE CRITERIA

the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionaI pages of

13. SU}lftARY EVAIUATION OF SIGNIFICAI'ICE

tlitl. the proposed action, considered as a thote: Potentiatty
Significant

a. Have impacts that are individuatty timited,
but cr,fiutativety considerabte? (A project or
program may resutt in impacts on txo or more
separate resources uhich create a significant
effect when considered together or in totat.

b. Invotve potentiat risks or adverse effects
which are uncertain but extremety hazardous if

Here to occur?

c. Potentiatty conftict xith the substantive
requirements of any Iocat, state, or federat
taw. resutation, standard or formaI ptan?

d. Estabtish a precedent or tiketihood that
future actions rith significant envirormentaI
impacts witI be

e. Generate substantiaI debate or controversy
about the nature of the impacts that woutd be

f. lFor P-R/D-J, is the project expected to. have

organized opposition or generate substantiat
ic controversy? (Atso see 13e

g. 00For P'R/D-J, Iist any federaI or state
permits required.

Narrative DescriPtion and Evatuat on of the ve and Secondary E ects on tJater Resources (Attach

narrative if needed):

o lnctude a narrative exptanation under Part Itl describing the scope and [eve[ of inpact'

why the unknown impact has not or can not be evatuated'
, tncLude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARlil)

r Determine Hhether the described impact may resutt and respond on the checktist' Describe

significant imPacts.
tnctude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and inctude documentation if it

9
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PART II. ENVIRONIT{ENTAL REVIEW (CoNTINUED)

1. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives
(including the no action alternative) to the proposed action v
whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent
to consider, and a discussion of how the alternatives would
be implemented:

Two alternatives were considered:

Alternative One (the Preferred Alternative): Extend the water
Iine at Big Arm State Park by 5OO ' to serve a portion of the park
not currently serviced with water.

Alternative Two: Do not extend the water line.

1. Evaluation and listing of nitigation, stipulation, or
other control measures enforceable by the agency or
another government agency:
Care wiII be taken to reseed disturbed area and monitor
for noxious weed growth over the next three years. The
area will be incorporated into the Big Arm Weed
Management Area.

PART ITI. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COIITII{ENT

4e. soiI disturbance xilt provide a bed for the propagation of noxious ueeds. Care ritI be taken
to reseed the disturbed soiI and incorporate the area into the reed management program for this
park.

6a. Increased noise witI be heard during the construction period from heavy equipnent. Therefore,
this witI be done during the off-season for park visitation.

PART IV. EA CONCLUSION SECTION

1. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is
an EIS required? yES / NO If an EIS is not required,
exPlain nhy the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for
this proposed action:

An EIS is not required as there are no significant
environmental impacts for any arternatives. No social-
concerns are anticipated regarding this action.

2. Describe the revel of public involvement for this project,
if anyi and, given the complexity and the seriousness of theenvironnental issues associated with the proposed action, isthe lever of pubric invorvement appropriate under the
circumstances?

Big Arm Water Line Extension
public draft 9/1 /Ol
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This project wil-I be posted i-n the lega1 notices. An open
house will be held if public comment warrants that action.

3. Duration of comnent period if any:

This project does not meet the criteria under HB 495;
therefore, a shortened public comment period of 20 days will
be hel-d from Friday, September 7, through Thursday, September
27, 200L. rf significant comment is received, the commentperiod will be extended by an additional l_O days.

4. Name, title, address, and
responsible for preparing

Marty Watkins
Regional park Manager
49O N. Meridian
KalispelI, MT 59901-
(406) 75L-4573
mawatkins@state . mt . us

phone nunber of the person(s)
the EA:

Big Arm Water Line Extension
publ-ic draft 9/7/Ot
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